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intelligence," but rather his " righteous social
protest against a system socially pestilent" *;
just as it was the lack of this that led him to rebuke
even his great master, Edmund Burke. Why, he
asks, why could not Burke see that that for which
men cried in the days of the French Revolution
was no idle abstraction, no metaphysical right of
man, " but only the practical right of being per-
mitted by their own toil to save themselves and
the little ones about their knees from hunger and
cruel death " ? s And, let me add, it is the depth
and tenderness of his social sympathies, so quick
to feel the pain " in widest commonalty spread,"
that has given edge and passion to Morley's
honourable and lifelong protest against the wicked-
ness and insanity of war.

But it is, perhaps, in his insistence on the supre-
macy of the ethical and spiritual that we see most
clearly the commanding influence of Morley's
Christian environment. One or two of his re-
corded judgments will best illustrate what is
meant. Thus he makes it a ground of complaint
against Emerson that he has so little to say of
" that horrid burden and impediment on the soul
which the churches call Sin, and which, by whatever
name we call it, is a very real catastrophe in the

1   Voltaire, p. 217.

2  Burke, "English Men of Letters" series, p. 161.